ZINEB SEDIRA

Zineb Sedira was born in Paris in 1963 to Algerian emigrants. As a second
generation, she received a European education and a North African Muslim
upbringing and found herself negotiating with both from an early age.
She traveled to London quite early and studied in different art colleges
involved in postcolonial discourses, and was close to IniVA, the visual
arts organisation engaging in the diversity of the contemporary British
society, chaired until 2008 by Stuart Hall. Sedira’s practice explores this
need to negotiate, drawing on her childhood experiences, education and
complex familial relationships across Algeria, France and UK. Reflecting
on her diverse cultural backgrounds, she challenges identity stereotypes
as well as cultural and aesthetic assumptions.

Mother Tongue (2002) is a video triptych playing three conversations:
between Sedira’s mother and herself (Mother and |, France), between
herself and her daughter (Daughter and |, England) and between her
daughter and her mother (Grandmother and Granddaughter, Algeria).
The conversations are multi-lingual, alternating between Arabic, French
and English as the artist, her mother and her daughter converse in their
respective ‘mother tongues’. Sedira explores processes of dialogue and
translation within the notion of cultural identity as three generations
of women in her own family communicate with each other. This work
recalls the becoming of the oral tradition of storytelling, passed along
the matrilineal chain, as a means of preserving cultural identity from one
generation to the next. Zineb Sedira is a nominee for the 2015 edition of
the Prix Marcel Duchamp.
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