JOHN AKOMFRAH

John Akomfrah was born in Ghana in 1957 and was
educatedinEngland. Heisaco-founderof BlackAudio
Film Collective,agroupotfdocumentarists, activistsand
artists who gathered between 1982 and 1998 around
the idea of «blackness» and political visibility. One of
the collective’s most influential work is Handsworth
Songs (1986), afilmessay that makesunconventional
use of newsreel and archive material from 1985 civil
disturbances in Birmingham and London. Akomfrah
has been working as an independent artist since the
collective dissolved in 1998.

TheUnfinishedConversation(2012)examinesStuart
Hall’s memories and personal archives, extracted and
relocated in an imagined time. Stuart Hall belonged
to both Europe and the Caribbean, and his interests

included Marxian and Gramscian ideas, questions of

race, gender, culture, political economy and identity.
Akomfrah describes The Unfinished Conversation

as an exercise in «spectropoetics»: a revisitation of

the ghosts that haunt a life, and an interrogation of
the fundamental transformations in the imaginary
that those hauntings ultimately produce. Hence, the
work moves between Hall’s voice, ideas, memories,
inventions, and insights, and immerses his biography
in historical events.
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